The Gay Rights movement of the United States (U.S.) has made progress in the past few years with the overturning of bans on openly gay service in the military and gay marriage nationwide. Queer identity is being portrayed in more positive ways in the media and becoming an accepted form of identity in many areas of the country.
FOTF is involved in many areas of traditionally conservative Christian politics including, private school vouchers, tax credits for religious schools, anti-abortion legislation, and the area most relevant to this research, the prevention of what they call "special rights" for homosexuals.
In the last 20 years the gay rights movement in the U.S. has come a long way with many positive changes taking place. In 2010 the ban on gays serving openly in the were at the height of their power. At the time I was a telephone interviewer and was shocked how easily people were ready to say they disliked gay people -Why shouldn't they? Measures were brought before voters to enact legislation to protect children from homosexuals. Their behaviors were considered to be "abnormal, wrong, unnatural and perverse and were to be discouraged and avoided." This was the language of Measure 9
in 1992. The failed vote was close. Gays and lesbians were something to fear as well as people children needed to be protected from. Sadly this point of view was not new to me.
In my Southern Baptist upbringing I was taught God frowns upon homosexuality; it is a sin. There is no possible coexistence between religion and queer identity. In order to maintain one's role as Christian, the only option was to denounce one's queer identity. I did not know any gay or lesbian people in my youth, so I had no reason to reflect deeply on the information. Being gay was just one thing on a long list of things not approved of by Southern Baptists.
In my 20s I worked for a student advocacy group. I learned later the director was a lesbian as was the administrative assistant. When the director left the organization it happened to be a gay man who replaced her. These were the first people I was close to who identified as gay or lesbian, and the beginning of my own denouncement of my Those ideas must be opposed, even though to do so is to expose oneself to the charge of being "homophobic"" (Dobson, 2000) . Fetner (2008) 
Overview Of Literature
This thesis specifically examines FOTF's website for their position statements on queer identity. Books and articles about queer identity and Christianity were other writings of interest for this project. The goal was an attempt to understand political strategies around queer identity and conservative Christian organizations in the U.S. All the literature reviewed here was written within the last 10 to 20 years to illustrate the change in philosophies as well as political actions of both movements over time. The literature in this paper looks at the religious-rights history against gay rights, a timeline of gay rights victories, and the political strategies in a time when public opinion is shifting away from limitation of gay rights. Fetner (2008) traces the synergetic relationship between gay activism and the religious-right to the birth of the evangelical movement of the 1920s. Prior to the 1970s the main ideals of evangelicals were isolation by staying out of the political sphere. The secular world was considered to be full of harmful influences (Fetner, 2008) . Evangelical
Never You Mind What They Say 7 time and money was spent building their own social networks and "institutions that supported their own values and ideology." Evangelicals taught loved ones to "act in a way that would make them worthy of salvation" (Fetner, 2008) . Building religious schools and churches of their own protected them from the outside influence of the world. It was the politics of the 1970s that drew Christian evangelicals to the Right. By this time, an empire of religious schools, summer camps, television broadcasts, and magazines existed. The Right wanted the money these religious powerhouses generated.
Many moral political issues, including rights for women, abortion and gays were in the headlines. In the mid 1970s Anita Bryant, a well-know actress and singer, was recruited to use her celebrity to repeal an antigay discrimination ordinance in Dade County Florida.
Bryant's campaign, along with the mobilization of gay activists after the Stonewall Riots, the beginning of the modern gay rights movement, cemented a political relationship between the religious-right and the gay right movements. It is a relationship that still exists today.
Oregon was not the only place unfriendly to queer identity in the 1990s. This decade also saw the enactment of DADT, a law prohibiting openly gay people from serving in the military, and DOMA, a law allowing states to ban same sex marriage.
Conservative Christian political organizations like FOTF were behind the scenes in these victories. Gilgoff surmises the power of FOTF as follows: FOTF's website is the main source of data available to learn about their current positions on topics related to queer identity. Taken together the articles, books and websites give a detailed understanding of the historical relationship between the religious-right and gay activism, and a glimpse of some of the negative consequences suffered by gays and lesbians throughout a shared history. They also give a detailed examination of some the gay rights victories as well as the religious rights responses to them. This information provides a foundation to understand how FOTF is responding to the increasing normalization of queer identity.
Methodology
My research seeks to answer the question of how FOTF is responding to the Never You Mind What They Say 9
increasing normalization and nationwide acceptance of queer identity. This study is a qualitative process, and includes library research, an analysis of articles from FOTF's website in addition to books on the topics of religion and queer identity. In taking a qualitative approach the study followed a non-linear process; therefore instead of starting with a hypothesis I develop conclusions and interpretations from my research as it progresses. The study drew from qualitative content analysis, which according to HesseBiber and Leavy (2011) allows the researcher to sort through texts to gain a deeper understanding of social processes. It is particularly useful for work with non-living data that cannot be influenced by the researcher. Content analysis, an unobtrusive method, assumes the investigative process of non-living things is how we learn about our world.
To understand society we look closely at the things already in it (Hesse-Biber & Leavy, 
Religious Freedom is Under Attack
Never You Mind What They Say 11 The recent push for acceptance of transgender identity is of grave concern for FOTF. This is demonstrated by an article on their website dedicated solely to warning against the call for protections around queer identity.
"Of particular concern when it comes to the creation of protected class status for "sexual minorities" through hate crimes and employment nondiscrimination laws is the sobering reality that in increasingly secular societies, when "gay rights" collides with religious liberties, religious freedom nearly always loses…Gains afforded to one group will necessarily come at the expense of another. When liberal judges, who were never meant to have influence over "the sword or the purse" (FOTF 3, p. 1) are "actively legislating from the bench, especially in the controversial area of social policy" (FOTF 3, p. 2) then religious freedom is under attack.
FOTF is deeply concerned with the idea of a "living Constitution" believing it is against the founders' intent to interpret the Constitution "in light of evolving values and societal
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developments" (FOTF 3, p. 2). FOTF supports a "strict constructionist" (FOTF 3, p. 6) type of judge, like Antonin Scalia who "look first at the text and then at the original understanding of the language to discern the meaning of the language." The belief is this interpretation will serve as a "roadblock to temptation for judicial excursion into personal preferences" (FOTF 3, p. 6). FOTF wants legislation on controversial issues such as abortion, redefining marriage and the protection of religious freedoms left to the people and their elected officials.
In responding to pressure related to acceptance of trans identities FOTF argues "gay activists" themselves kept the transgender community hidden "out of the public eye" lest the face of their movement be tied to "a bunch of drag queens and cross dressers" (FOTF 1, p. 4) who may prevent them from meeting their political goals.
FOTF says:
"…recent years have seen a sea change in attitudes about cultural acceptance of homosexuality. Gay activists now believe that sufficient political gains have been won…that they can turn their attention to adding the "T" for Transgender to the GLB (Gay-Lesbian-Bisexual) acronym that represents their community" (FOTF 1, p. 4).
According to FOTF the APA has bowed to political pressure by going back on their position of Gender Identity Disorder (GID) as a treatable mental illness. Of grave concern to FOTF is the radical agenda to add, "gender identity or expression" to laws for the protection of sexual minorities.
This radical agenda has also negatively impacted people seeking a cure for unwanted same-sex attractions when in 1998 the APA "rebuked" the practice of Never You Mind What They Say 15 conversion therapy, calling it harmful even though no evidence was given to support the claim. FOTF warns:
"More recently, however, an increasing number of mental health practitioners now believe that a homosexual orientation is an intrinsic part of a person's identity that can not -and should not -be changed. It is in this largely politically driven context -in contrast to a more objectively scientific or even scriptural context -that many clinicians further hold that any and all therapy practices that have as their goal sexual orientation change are harmful and should be declared professionally unethical" (FOTF 2, p. 1).
FOTF feels it is "evident" is "APA was simply agreeing with pro-homosexual activists"
(FOTF 2, p. 2) and the radical political agenda of queer activists is putting political pressure on Christians.
God's Intentional Design For You
The final way FOTF is responding to the increasing normalization of queer identity are unequivocal reminders to their followers, the Bible says what it means and means what it says about queer identity: it is wrong. It is a sin, end of discussion. The information shared in each text in this analysis upholds the idea of an intentional God and His design for straight, married, gender conforming, Christian men and women.
Great concern surrounds the transgender ideals saying "gender no longer matters"
(FOTF 1, p. 2) as this "undermines the fundamental order established by God Himself"
(FOTF 1, p. 2). FOTF says:
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"Transgenderism violates God's intentional design for sex and sexuality and the modern transgender movement is systematically working to dismantle the concept of gender as the bible and the world have always know it to be" (FOTF 1, p. 6).
FOTF reminds their followers God made humans to represent Him on earth. The separation of the sexes is made in part so men and women may procreate and produce other God ordained individuals. "New life is used in Scripture as the deepest and most intimate analogy of God's relationship with his people" (FOFT 1, p. 5), God has a plan He wants people to follow, therefore gender matters.
When talking about the right to counseling for unwanted same-sex attractions, FOTF worries outlawing SOCE renders psychologists unable to respect the wishes of a client who wishes to follow God plan for "sexual expression." Their concern is with the APA's politically correct changes in ideology calling SOCE "harmful, unethical and unsuccessful" and forces psychologists to disregard Christian's client's rights to "selfdetermination and autonomy" (FOTF 1, p. 1). FOTF states religious beliefs around counseling are meant to:
"Uphold the biblical view that God's created intent for sexual expression is limited to a monogamous, covenantal marriage relationship between one man and one woman" (FOTF 2, p. 1).
FOTF is concedes some Christians may experience same sex attractions but to follow
God's will for their lives one must seek help to overcome them. FOTF says they are "dedicated to defending the honor, dignity, and value of the two sexes as created in God's image" saying "sexuality is a glorious gift from God, meant to be offered back to Him in a marriage for procreation, union and mutual delight or in celibacy for undivided devotion to Christ" (FOTF 2, p. 2). FOTF warns any attempts to reinterpret the Bible's words around queer identity are to accept lies.
Discussion
The research conducted here examined how FOTF is responding to the increasing normalization of queer identity. The findings gave three main responses to their position on the subject, first was the idea religious freedom is under attack, second is the evidence of political pressure to conform to a radical social agenda in the area of queer rights, and Never You Mind What They Say 18 finally was the belief queer identity goes against God's intentional design for human beings.
The first concern, religious freedom is under attack, holds there can never be a meeting of Christian values and queer identity. Never has been. Never will be. When popular culture, schools, judges and therapists or counselors are forced to accept the idea of a cohesive relationship between religion and queer identity an apostasy of epic proportions is befalling the Christians of the U.S. The attack is felt when Christians' disapproval of queer identity is dismissed and deemed unworthy of discussion.
This attack leads easily into their next concern, a radical liberal agenda and political pressure to enact controversial social policy is at hand. The shift towards acceptance of queer identity is visible in the culmination of several factors. Schools teaching being gay is okay, judges ruling in favor of queer issues, conversion therapies are being banned, and positive portrayals of transgender identities are seen in the mainstream media. The liberal agenda to accept queer identity is pushed on all Americans regardless of political and religious ideology.
Finally, FOTF reminds people the bible still strictly forbids all matter related to queer identity even if social values have changed. God's design and expectation is for straight, gender conforming people who only have sex only within the covenant of marriage. Gender matters, and Christians must be cured of homosexual feelings to uphold their faith and schools promoting the acceptance of queer identity sully God's clear directions for his people.
Limitations And Implications
Never You Mind What They Say 19 God's will must be ready for battle against attacks on their religious freedom. FOTF followers must fight against the radical push for socially controversial politics and never forget God's intentional design for straight, gender conforming followers. The times are changing, but the messages I heard growing up are still strong. A great divide continues to grow in our country around the issue of queer identity and the relationship between religion and conservative politics has no signs of abating.
